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ABSTRACT.  The crab Platypodiella picta (A. Milne-Edwards, 1869) is recorded
for the first time from Madeira Island waters and represents the most northerly record
for this species in the eastern Atlantic.
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RESUMO.  Neste artigo é assinalado, pela primeira vez, para a ilha da Madeira
uma nova espécie de caranguejo, Platypodiella picta (A. Milne-Edwards, 1869).
Este assinalamento aumenta a área de distribuição desta espécie, sendo o registo
mais a Norte no Oceano Atlântico Oriental.
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INTRODUCTION

The Atlantic and east Pacific species of the genus Platypodia Bell, 1935 were
placed by GUINOT (1967) in a new genus – Platypodiella. This new genus includes now
three species from the Atlantic [Platypodiella spectabilis (Herbst, 1794), P. picta (A.
Milne Edwards, 1869) and P. georgei Hartog & Türkay, 1991)] and two from the east
Pacific [P. rotundata (Stimpson, 1860) and P. gemmata (Rathbun, 1902)].

The most recent revision of the geographic distribution of this genus in the north
eastern Atlantic (UDEKEM d’ACOZ, 1999) only lists P. picta (A. Milne Edwards, 1869),
occurring from Senegal to Congo and from the Canaries, Cape Verde, Islands of the Gulf
of Guinea and Ascension.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Three specimens of P. picta were collected in an intertidal pool at Praia dos Reis
Magos, on the south coast of Madeira Island. In the same intertidal pool there was also a
colony of the zoantharian Palythoa canariense (Haddon & Durerden, 1895) (Fig. 1).

The colour of the specimens was recorded before fixation in ethanol 70%.
Photographs were taken in aquarium with daylight. Measurements were made with dial
calliper to the nearest millimetre.

Abbreviations used: CL - Carapace length; MMF - Museu Municipal do Funchal
(História Natural).

Fig. 1 - Colony of Palythoa canariense in an intertidal pool.
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MATERIAL COLLECTED

Platypodiella picta (A. Milne-Edwards, 1869)

MMF 34776, CL = 18.3 mm, CW = 25.8 mm, Reis Magos, Madeira, 1.03.2002,
intertidal pool. Colour pattern (Fig. 2): carapace and pereiopods ochre with reddish-brown
spots, surrounded by two concentric lines: a very regular and very conspicuous dark brown-
red inner line and a white outer line with a more variable width.

Fig. 2 - Male specimen of Platypodiella picta (MMF 34776).

MMF 34777, CL = 12.6 mm, CW = 17.2 mm, Reis Magos, Madeira, 1.03.2002,
intertidal pool. Colour pattern: carapace and pereiopods yellowish, with dark orange-red
spots, surrounded by two concentric lines: a very regular and very conspicuous dark brown-
red inner line and a white outer line with a more variable width.

MMF 34778, CL = 13.2 mm, CW = 19 mm, Reis Magos, Madeira, 1.03.2002,
intertidal pool. Colour pattern (Fig. 3): carapace and pereiopods light greenish-yellow
carapace, with olive-green spots, surrounded by two concentric lines: a very regular and
very conspicuous dark brown-red inner line and a white outer line with a more variable
width.
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Fig. 3 - Male specimen of Platypodiella picta (MMF 34778).

DISCUSSION

The colour pattern of the three specimens is essentially similar, but the basic colour
of carapace is subtly different in each. It should be noted that HARTOG & HOLTHUIS
(1984) separated the Canary Island specimens from those of the Cape Verde Islands and
Senegal on the basis of colour.

The colour pattern of the specimen MMF 34776 seems similar to the specimens
described by HARTOG & HOLTHUIS (1984) collected in the Cape Verde Islands and Senegal
and from the specimens in the colour photo in HARTOG & TÜRKAY (1991). The pattern
of the specimen MMF 34777 seems more similar to the specimens described by HARTOG
& HOLTHUIS (1984) collected in Canary Islands. The pattern of the specimen MMF 34778
seems be different from the specimens described by HARTOG & HOLTHUIS (1984) and
from the specimen in the colour photo in GONZÁLEZ PÉREZ, 1995.

Thus, Madeiran specimens correspond to the Cape Verde / Senegal and to the Canary
Island colour pattern and, in addition, show a slightly different colour pattern. The species
apparently is quite variable in colour and to detect geographic patterns in colour would
need a large sample size.

The association of the zoantharian, Palythoa canariense, with P. picta has already
been reported from the Canary Islands by MONOD (1956), HARTOG & HOLTHUIS (1984),
MANNING & CHACE (1990), HARTOG & TÜRKAY (1991), FRANSEN (1991) and
GONZÁLEZ PÉREZ (1995).
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ERRATA 
 

Bocagiana n.º 212 – 31.XII.2003 
 
Page 2, line 21, (Abbreviations used) add “CW - Carapace width”. 
 
Page 3, (Material Collected) MMF 34776 - ♂; MMF 34777 - ♀; MMF 34778 - ♂. 
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