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Musceu Municipal do Funchal

NOTES ON BIRDS SEEN IN MADEIRA, WINTER 1958 -59,

By E. ). M. Buxron

[ visited Madeira [rom December 220d 1958 to January 4tch 1959,
staying in Funchal. On the Southern side of the island I went as far West
ag Ribeira Brava, and as far East as Canigal. I aiso went across to the North
side ar Faial and Santana, and from there climbed Pico Ruivo.

1. NON-RESIDENT SPECIES.

Egretia garzetta «Little Egrets One on shore at Canigal. December 3lst.
Previously 1ccorded by Scusiz (1899). There is a specimen in the
Museu Municipal do Funchal.

Arenaria interpres «Turnstones Up to 7 scen on shore in several parts
of the island. :

Tringa hypoleucos «Common Sandpipers Siogle birds seen on shore
at Funchal and Ribeira Brava,

Larus fuscus graellsii «British Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Among the
gulls in Funchal Hurbour, of which the great majority were the local Farus
argentatus atlantis 1 noticed a few with darker mandes which looked ike
Brish L. fuscus, though this had not apparently been previously recorded
from Madeira. T was lucky enough 1o get confirmation of this identfica-
tion by obscrving a stingeds bird (an fmmatwre) which 1 enticed close to
me on the sea-wall with scraps of biscoi. The bivd had been ringed as a
chick in the Farne Islands, cff the North-East coast of Lngland, in August
1957. This scems to be the first occasion on which a bird of any species
ringed in Britain has been recovered in Madeira, though there has been a
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record of & bird of this species ringed in Biitain and recovered in the Ca-
nary Islands. No doubt a number of the immature gulls were also of this
species, but it is not distinguishable in this plunage from Lo argentats.

Lavus hyperboreas «Glaucous Gulls An immature bird with other gulls
on the shore in Funchal Harbour, December 3st, Recorded by Scrnnz on
January 3rd 1905,

Larus ridibundus «Black-headed Gulls Up to 25 present in Tunchal
Harbour. Listed as rare by SarMENIO!

Motacilla alba «White Wagtails Several seen.

2. RESIDENT SPECIES

I have litle to add to BerNstrROM'S paper published in the Boletim
No. V. Arc. 14, pp. 64-82. | saw 21 of the species listed by him. Oune of
the most surpnsing things to a visitor from Biitain was the ubiquity of
Sylvia atricapitle «Bluckcaps, which in Madeira appears to occupy ecologi-
cal niches which in Britain and in Evrope generally are occupied by seve-
ral species which are absent from Madeira. 1t is 1o be seen feeding in pla-
ces and situations where in Britatn one would expect to see uts (Parus}
or Hedgesparrows (Pranclla modularis), runorag about the ground in flow-
er-beds, or far out ou the ends of branches, as well as in the thick co-
ver which it inhabits in Britain. Buzzards (Buto biteo} were scen near the
cuast on both sides of the tstand, but not Ingh on the mountain, Memerrz.
HAGEN saw them only above 2000 feet during May, so thete may be o
vertical migration up and down the mountains of this species, This may
perhaps apply also to the Swilt (Apus wnicolor) which was common all
along the coast [rom Ribeira Brava to Machico, but was not scen inland.



